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For: METHODS AND COMPOSITIONS FOR MULTIPLEX AMPLIFICATION OF 
NUCLEIC ACIDS 

RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 

Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed November 4, 2002, applicants request entry of 
the following amendments and reconsideration of the patentability of the rejected claims. Claims 
1-11 and 15-24 are pending in the application. Claims 1, 2, and 4-10 have been examined and 
are currently rejected. No fees are believed to be due to make this response filed timely. 
However, should any fee be required, please charge our Deposit Account No. 19-0733. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel non-elected claims 11, and 15-24. 

REMARKS 



Nonstatutory Double Patenting Rejection of Claims 1. 2. and 4-10 



1 



4 



Claims 1, 2, and 4-10 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness- 
type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1, 2, and 4-10 of U.S. Patent No. 
6,333,179. 

A terminal disclaimer accompanies this response to obviate the double patenting rejection 
of claims 1, 2, and 4-10. Withdrawal of this rejection is respectfully requested. 

The claims should now be in condition for allowance. Applicants respectfully request 
that the Patent Office consider claims that read on the non-elected species, cDNA (claim 3). 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: February 4, 2003 
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